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ORDINANCE 110179

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattls Criminal Code and to
weapons control; adding a new Section 12A.14.075 to the
Seattle Municipal Code to make unlawful the use of
weapons to intimidate another, and amending Section
12A.14.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code relating to
unlawful use of weapons; and declaring thc emergency
therefor.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

g{,

Section 1. Chapter 12A.14 of the Seattle Municipal Code
is amended by adding thereto a new Section 12A.14.075 as
follows:

Section 12A.14.075 OUnlawful Use of Weapons to Intimidate
Another.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry, axhibit,
display or draw any dangerous knife or deadly weapon in a
manner, under circumstances, and at a time and place that
manifest an intent to intimidate another person.

B. Subsection (A) of this section shall not apply to or
affect the following:

1. Any person who by virtue of his office or public
employment is vested by law with a duty to preserve
public safety, maintain public order, or to make
arrests for offenses, while in the performance
of such duty;

2. Any person acting for the purpose of protecting
himself against the use of presently threatened
unlawful force by another, or for the purpose of
protecting another against the use of such
unlawful force by a ﬁhird person;

3. Any person making or assisting in making a lawful
arrest for the commission of a felony; or

4. Any person engaged in military activities sponsored

by the federal or state governments.
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Secticn 2. Section léA.l4.080 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Section 12A.17.140 of Ordinance 102843 as last amended
by Ordinance 108814), is further amended as follows:

Section 12A.14.080. Unlawful Use of Weapons.

It is unlawful for a person knowingly to:

A. Sell, manufacture, purchase, possess or carry any
blackjack, sand-club, metal knuckles, switchblade knife, chako
sticks, or throwing stars; or

B. Carry concealed on his person ((er-in-amny-vehiecle))
any dangerous knife or deadly weapon ((exeept-as-etherwise

pfeviéed—in-sabseetisnwe)) other than a pistol; ((exr-te-sei:

ef—give—away—te—any—pefsen—under—eighteen—years«ef—age—aﬁy
dangereus—knife—ef—éeaéiy—weapen7—er—fef—any~sueh—perssn—te
purehase—ef—pessess—any-sueh—dangefeus—knife—ef—deadiy—weapen))

provided, that a dangerous knife carried openly in a sheath

suspended from the waist of a person is not concealed within

the meaning of this sub-section; or

C. Carry a loaded pistol in any vehicle or carry a
pistol concealed on his person, except when in his place of
abode or fixed place of business, without a license therefor
as provided in RCW Chapter 9.41 and Section 12A.14.030; or

D. Sell or give away to any person under eighteen years

cf age any dangerous knife or deadly weapon, or for any person

under eighteen years of age to purchase any daagerous knife

pr deadly weapon, or for any person under eighteen years of

Aage to possess any dangerous knife or deadly weapon except

when under the direct supervision of an adult; or

((B)) E. Set a spring gun; or

((E)) F. Use any device or attachment of any kind
Hesigned, used or intended for use in silencing the noise

pf any firearm; or

((#)) G. Sell, purchase, possess or carry any gas
ben, gas pencil, gas bomb or gas pistol.
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Section 3. There is currently a substantial risk to the publ
safety of the citizenry because the Seattle Police Department is
unable to prevent people from carrying dangerous weapons and is

unable to prevent people from using dangerous weapons to intimidat

City's cases in which individuals have been charged with the
unlawful use of weapons and those cases in which individuals
will be charged with the unlawful use of weapons are in serious
jeopardy of being dismissed. Now, Therefore, in accordance
with the above-stated facts and the emergency which is hereby
declared to exist, this ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon the approval of or signing of the same by
the Mayor or hy passage over his veto as provided by the
Charter of the City.

PASSED by three-fourths vote of all the members of

the City Council the ]a;h day of C)cj13bpfl) , 1981,

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its

passage this )321 day of {)L}(*XH*/*7 , 1981.
ke

the City Counci

Approved by me this U d , 1981.

Maybr Vl

Filed by me this _ |y day of _(rYoomo , 1981.

.
ATTEST: (]’,.m, M

others. This is because two King County Superior Court Judges have

found Section 12A.14.080 to be unconstitutional. As a result, the

lic

re

City Comptroller and City Cle

rk

By ) F\ﬁﬁmr)

Deputy
(SEAL)

Published

cs 19.2
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THE CITY OF SEATTLE

LAW DEPARTMENT
MUNICIPAL BUILDING . SEATTLE, WASHINGTON BB104
r AREA CODE 208 TELEPHONE 625.2402

DOUGLAS N. JEWETT, CITY ATTORNEY

September 4, 1981

Councilman Sam Smith
Seattle City Council
City of Seattle
Dear Councilman Smith:

Attached is the engrossed bill which would amend the
Weapons Control Ordinance, I deleted the reference to
carrying pistols in a holster per your request.

Thank you for agreeing to hold a hearing on this
ordinance on such short notice.

Yours very truly,

For the Law Department

ﬁ\campbe@

Assistant City Attorney

GJC:hdb
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12A.10.100 . CRIMINAL CODE

be guilty of a violation as defined in Section

12A.02.080.

(Ord. 108867 § 1, 1980: Ord. 108814 §
1980: Ord. 102843 § 12A.12.140, 1973.)

Chapter 12A.12

OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

Seétions:
12A.12.010° Disorderly conduct,

12A.12.010 Disordetly conduct.

A. As used in this section “obstruct” means
to render impassable and thereby subject pas-
sersby to unreasonable inconvenience or hazard,

B. A pemon is guilty of disorderly conduct
if without lawful authority he knowingly:

1. Unreasonably disrupts any lawful
assembly or meeting of persons; or

2. Obstructs pedestrian or vehicular
traffic; and

3. Refuses or intentionally fails to
cease such activity when ordered to do so
by a police officer or additionally in the case
of subsection B1 by the person in charge of the
assembly or meeting, .
(Ord. 108814 § 2, 1980: Ord. 102843
§ 12A.16.020, 1973.)

Chapter 12A.14
WEAPONS CONTROL

Sections:

12A.14.080 Unlawful use of weapons.

12A.14.090  Affirmative defenses—Gas
pens, gas pencils, gas bombs
and gas pistols.

12A.14.100 Exemptions—Dangerous
knives,

12A.14.110 Exemptions—Pistols.

12A.14.120 Exemptions--Chako sticks or
throwing stass.

12A.14.080 Unlawful use of weapons.

1t is unlawful for a person knowingly to:

A. Sell, manufacture, purchase, possess or
carry any blackjack, sand-club, metal knuckles,
switchblade knife, chako sticks, or throwing

. Carry on his person of ln\any vehicle

_.any: dangerous knife. or.deadly weapon except

as otherwise provided in subsection C or to sell

or give away to any person under eighteen

years of age any dangerous knife or deadly

weapon, or for any such person to purchase

X_PASSess- any-such dangerous knife or deadly
weapon,m

C. Carry a loaded-pistol-in—any-velicle or
carry a pistol on his person, except when in
his place of abode or fixed place of business,
without a license therefor as provided in RCW
Chapter 9.41 and Section 12A.14.030; or

. Set a suring gun; or

E Use any device or attachment of any
kind designed, used or intended for use in
silencing the noise of any firearm; or

F. Sell, purchase, possess or carry zny gas
pen, gas pencil, gas bomb or gas pistol.
(Ord, 108814 § 3, 1980: Ord. 102843
§ 12A.17.140, 1973.)

12A.14.090 Affirmative defenses—Gas pens,
gas pencils, gas bombs and gas
pistols.

The proscriptions of Section 12A.14.080F
relating to gas pens, gas pencils, gas bombs, and
gas pistols, shall not apply to:

A. Sales at wholesale; or

B. Peace officers or military personnel while
in the performance of their official duties; or

C. Sales to a governmental agency; or

D, The sale to mail carriers, field personnel
of the King County Department of Assessments,
or public or private utility meter readers, or
the purchase, possession or carrying by any
such persons, of aernsol canister devices designed
for the purpose of repelling attacks by dogs and
other animals and containing and capable of
emitting in spray form oleoresin of capsicum
or other similar substance; or

E. The sale, by a person licensed to sell
pistols in accordance with. RCW 9.41.110,
of Federal’s Streamer No, 280 liquid tear gas
repeater or similar liquid tear gas aerosol canis-
ter devices approved by the Chief of Police as
safe against accidental firing and capable of
only temporary disablement or impairment,
to truck drivers, taxicab drivers, transit drivers,
or other commercial drivers who regularly as
part of their occupation carry cash or merchan-
dise, or to the purchase, possession or carrying
during working hours of such device by such

-l



Your City, Seattle

Office of the Mayor
Charles Royer, Mayor

August 27, 1981

City Council
City of Seattle

Dear Honorable Members:

The attached ordinance would amend the Weapons Control
Chapter of the Seattle Criminal Code. The amendments were
drafted by a committee composed of representatives from the
Police Department, Law Department, the Public Defender and
my office.

Recently two King County Superior Court judges have declared
Section 12A.,14.080 of the Weapons Control Chapter unconsti-
tutional. This section prohibits a person from "carrying on
his person or in any vehicle any dangerous knife or deadly
weapon." Although other Municipal and Superior Court judges
have found this section to be constitutional, the aforemen-~
tioned rulings have made enforcement increasingly difficult.
Rather than appealing these rulings, the drafting committee
decided that it would be preferable to amend this section to
insure continuity of enforcement.

If adopted, the amendments would make it a misdemeanor for a
person to carry concealed on his person any dangerous knife,
deadly weapon or pistol. In addition, the amendments provide
that "concealed" does not include "a dangerous knife carried
openly in a sheath suspended from the waist" or "a pistol
carried openly in a secure belt holster." The amendments
also would allow a person under 18 years of age to possess a
dangerous knife or deadly weapon only when under the direct
supervision of an adult. Finally, the ordinance would add a
new section to the Weapons Control Chapter. It would make it
a misdemeanor to use a dangerous knife or deadly weapon in a
manner which indicates an intent to intimidate another.

An equal employment opporlunity - atfirmative action employer.
City of Seatile—Office of the Mayor—12th Floor Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104, (206) 625-4000

e

o




City Council
August 27, 1981
Page two

The members of the drafting committee all agree that this
ordinance is preferable to the existing sections in the
Weapons Control Chapter. It protects the constitutional
rights of the citizenry and also provides an effective
enforcement tool for the Seattle Police Department. Although
the Police Department believes that an individual ha- a con-
stitutional right to carry a pistol openly in a secure belt
holster, the Department would prefer that this proviso in
Section 12A.14.080 be deleted from the proposed ordinance.
Their concern is that by including this proviso individuals
would be more likely to engage in that conduct. Other than
this specific concern by the Seattle Police Department,
members of the drafting committee endorse this proposed
crdinance and believe it should be passed expeditiously.

Sincerely, é;%iq
\ {

Charles Royer
CR:tkn

Attachment
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css20.14 The City of Seattle--Legislative Departiment
MR, PRESIDENT: Pate Reported
! Your G , and Adopted : .
Your Committee on 3 . :
, 007.1.2.1981 —
to which was referred 12.1981 :
C.B. 102536 Relating to the Seattle Criminal Code and to weapons
control; adding a new Section 12A.14,075 to the Seattle
Municipal Code to make unlawful the use of weapons to
intimidate another, and amending Section 12A,14.080 of
the Seattle Municipal Code relating to unlawful use of
weapons; and declaring the emergency therefor. e
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wou  The City of Seattle--Legislative Department

MR. PRESIDENT: Date Reported
and Adopted
Your Committee on Urban Development and Housing OCT 05 1981

to which was referred

C.B. 102538 Relating to and amending page 24-324 of the Seattle
Municipal Code (Plat 37W, page 104 of the Official
Zoning Map of The City of Seattle, Ordinance 8€300) to
rezone certain property located on the west side of 19th
Avenue East between East Aloha Street and East Roy
Street from Single Family Residence High Density (RS
5000) to Multiple Residence High Density- (RMH-350) and
accepting a Property Use and Development Agreement in
connection therewith {Petition of Archdiocese of Seattie-
S.7. 290326)

N \m/hd/s dhat dhe Sare de pas wa:a\"ﬂxe,
e oo L e \-emfsgga.f&\(aoﬁk\a?
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ORDINANLE 110179

AN -ORD. HI\HCE zelaring to the beattle Cximinal Code and’ to -
TR weapons ‘control; adding a new Section X2A.14,075 to tha':
Seattle Municipal Code to make unlawful the use of ..

.. ‘weapona - to intimidate-another, and amending Section
12A.14.080 of the Szattle Municipal Code: relating to -
unlawful use:of weapons: and decla!ing the emerqency
therefor.
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Sertxon 1 upter IZA 14 of “the Seattle ‘dunicjpal cade )

i-under the -
Cror st




ORDINANCE 110179
ORDINAHCE Lclating to the Seattle Criminal (,ode and to
weapons . control; adding & mew Section 12A.14.075 to the
“Seattle nicipal Code to make unlawful. the- use ‘of
' weapons:- to intimidate ‘another, and amending Section’
12A.14,080 Of ‘the Seattle Municipal Code relating-to
unlawful use of weapons. and deﬂlarinq the emerqency
- thetefo K

B BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CIT\' OF SBATTLE AS POLLOHS.
. section ,)..‘ Chapter 12a. 14 of the Seattle M\micipal Code
. : RS
is. amended by adding thereto a hew Section 12A,.14.075 as-’

follcws.

Section 12n.14 075 ~Unlawful Use of Weapons to Intimidate,

Another.

A. It shall he unlawfnl for any petson to cazry, e mmc. g

! display ox 'raw any dangerous knxfe or: deadly weapon in a
manner, under cncumstances, and at’ a time and place thnt

mamfest al ' im:ent ta intimiaate anothat psreon. :

1. Any peraon' who by viztue oE Me ofﬂce or pubuc
,emplcyment is vested by ).aw vith a duty ta prenne

unlauful fotce by a thitd peraom

Any person making or- asaisting in making a lawful

'ar:est for the commission of. n felony: or

4. Any petson engaged 1n military nctivi.tiaa lponeoxed

hyvthe fedex‘al or: state govermnents.

Section 2. Section 12A 14, oaa oE the Seacue Hunicipal

cadeb (Section 12A 17 140 of Ordinance 102843 as 1ast: ‘amanded

by Ordinance 16

814,, is further amended as follc.ws. ‘,

>se of Weapone .

o Section 12A 14 080. Unlawful

- any dang $ oue knife or deadly p (‘( p &

iand i  apabd

provided- N, : <e)) othe.. than a Eistol, ((er—to-saii
oF-give-amay-to-a dew-eigh years. ge-any
) : ki€ ae A‘- 13 ’ £ kbl 4 h L4 ‘e

‘1, concealed on hia pexson, excep hen in his place of

v tv ut a license thereforr o

‘ ,p__ age __1 daﬂgorous
Ende' i.ghteen xeax:a
BX

ife or deag‘lx vieamn, or 20: _y_ genon
of" a age _g gnrchase dangemus knife -

eadlx weam exc P
under the ditect suge:vision of an: udnlt: or §

Al! en

folnd Section 121\ 14 080 to be unconstitutional.

d y_ apon,;’ or for 9_1 p_erscm urder 1ghteen xears of .

(o e
(=) . ¥ kind”
‘Hesigned yeed o inténded for use ‘in silanding-the" noise -

get a‘vrs'ﬁring guny. oF. :

gige

" yse any. device or a‘glta‘ch’men't‘ of

he ,lny : ﬁreatm or

((PH

sen, purehnse, possens or: can} any: ns

i Sectlon 3. ' There is currently a aubstantlal riak t:o the pubiic

unable to p!‘event people from usxng dangetoua weapons ‘to, lntimldate

others. - This xs becauee two King County Superior COurt Judges hnve

5 a resu}.t, thé
City [} casus in whxch individuals have been charged with. the

unlawful -use of weepons And those ‘cases in uhich 1nd1v duals

will be chazged with' the \mlawful uge of veapons are: 1n, @ nus

jecpardy ‘of be..nq dismxssed. Now, Therefore, in accordmc

with the above—stated facts and the emetgenl.y which is hezeby
declared to exiat, this ordinance shall become effeecive ¢
.meediately upon the approval of or s.lgning of the same by
the Mnyot or by passage ovér his veto as prov:ded by the

chartet of ‘the city

PASSED by chree-fourths vote of aJ. the members o

lj".tled: by mo thi :

L ' 4 &
City Eompi;xo €r and, City’ Cﬁ"‘.

(sm) :

Pub]xcation urdered by TIM HILL Comptroller and City Clerk
- Pate nf Official Pubhcmlun inthe Dai]y Journnl of Commerce. Sealtle. Octgber 19
8l {C .
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Affidavit of Puyblication

Cenmye
RO

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY—SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
officé maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal new:paper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was
regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below

stated period. The annexed notice, a ...

Subscribed and sworn to before me on’

7

October 19, 1981
( ' -

e gt

e T et EMET e

Notary Public for the State of Washington,
reslding in Seattle.




